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Events and Activitieg

AY OF PROF. A, K. SHARMA ) ( PUBLICATION oF SPECIAL EDITION o PA
- The Alumni Association of PG I i e——

. Department of Botany, cy
observed the 94 birthd

LLAy
A'specia] edition of

the orgp

il ! ofAlummAssociation,Panavl

founder President, Late Prof, was Publisheg on 31

Arun Kumar Sharma on 31® ¢ December 2017, the g4n

| December 2017 py organising a birthday of Late prof Ary

daylong Seminar at Archana Kumar Sharmg, 5 p "

Sharma Memoria] Hall. The ™3, in Whose

speakers were Prof, Rajat Kantj memory this has been

‘ ' Choudhury, prof, S.C.Lavania, dedicateq, The memorig)

%) Prof. Parthageb Ghosh, Prof. volume contajng 32 articeg
Nirmalya Banerjee, Prof.
Suchitra Banerjee ang Prof.

by academicians, friends,

scholars ang students of Prof,

Sharma who
micians from

other departments as well as other
institutions paid their homage

took this
department tg 4 Position of
. ) honour anq glory by hjs
> contributionanddedication.
BRIKSHAROPON
The tree plantation or Briksharopon Bz T -
Is an Annual event of this ¢

association. Last year, it was
celebrated on 18* July. Two saplings
of Haritaki (Termingliq chebula)
Jalpai (Elaeocarpus serratus), were
planted by senjor alumni at the
Taraknath Palit Siksha Prangan of
University of Cakutta. The saplings
are doing well and ag expected, have

added to the flora] diversity of this
rich campus,

71" REUNION )

a

and

— osh and Dalia Home Chaudhuri recited
CHANDRA MEMORIAL LECTURE Pocms,

The Alumni Association in r
association with Prof. AK. Chandra
'l Memorial Committee had organised

ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES

First Executive Committee meeting of 49" year of Alumni
| Prof. AK.Chandra Memorial Lecture Association of the Department of Botany, Uriversity of Calcut:ﬂ
on 24" April 2018, Prof, Dhrubajyoti was held on 10* November 2017. The association re50;¥‘9€mg
Chattopadhyay, Vice Chancellor of observe the 94* Birthday of its former President me?A'K'lu;e o
the Amity University and an erudite by Organising a seminar and by publishing a memorial vo
scholar of Microbiology and P

] allavon 31 December 2017,
. Biotechnology talked on “ Dr.
! Shambhunath De: Contributions in

_J
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and Awards received .
Honors by our Alumni (2017-18)

Senior alumni i

: sh Bhattacharjee; an alumnus of 1979

" l?aricsl:’ ‘2:1 a member t,)f the assoclation was

appointed as the Vice Chancellor of the
University of North Bengal.

3 Dr. Dipak Kumat Kar, an alumnus of 1978 batch
and a member of the association was appointed
Pro-Vice Chancellor (Academic) of the
Universityof Calcutta

£% Dr.Santana Paual, aﬁ:quﬂgus oi'm,c gmz,‘;as
appointed as the Deputy Reégistrar, U and fhias
also currently been acting as thie Regist¥ir of (he
Uniiversity

i1 Prof Prasanta Kamar Sircar was awarded as the
Eminent Teachér by the University of Caleutts
£% 1n the 2018 Convoeation of the Caleutta

University achievements of several faculty
members were highlighted.,

 Junior alumni

<% ISCA Young Scientist Award 2017 was given to
ARUN KUMAR DUTTA

=% Outstanding: Paper. Award authored by
Soumitra Paloi“and: Krishnendu Acharya.
t::Bengal for genus

1 to molecular

itra Paloi, in the

Camellia

St Brize in Poster

gal Diversity of

Hal strain’ in a national

Y- & conseryation scenario
ponsored ‘by West Bengal

)

‘Recent Advancements in Biotechmology &
Bioengineering’ organized by qu-nnent of
Biotechnology, Shards University, Noida. 8
% Best Paper Award was given to Saborni
in ISCA, 11th Oct 2017. s
1% ‘Ritesh Banerjee won 3

Scientist Oral Session
Symposium on; ating

-

and 18th All India Cong)

i% Debolina Das
Presentation in N3
inblol\_i}lgical explol

1% Dr. Piya' Roychowdh

, Papenfuss Award foi
£ entitled* 'Biofabri

F"' Nanoparticles us

s : components
‘Morphotaxonomy & 1/,.{" % 2

Cytobacteria® at 1
+. Phytological. Congres
. Education and Qutreach €}

#% Dr. Supriyo Chowdhury obtaix Jocto;
Fellowship: Sexero Ochéa: s

postdactoral fellowship, Ce Researc
Agrieconomics (CRAG), Barce S

Students' achievemenfs ;

5 Six students of 2017-18'M.S¢, batch have
Sovray Chatterjistond fon

qualified CSIR-UGC NET (Decemben, . T
rth Position in NET examination, ¥ (December, 2‘“7) ¢Xamination, and
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Remembrance

The alumni association

members including the
faculty members of the
Botany Department, CU
observed the first death
anniversary on July 6, 2018
of our beloved teacher and
Founder President of
Alumni Association,
Padmabhusan Professor

Arun Kumar Sharma at the

Botany Department.

Articles from alumni member

STATE OF THE WORLD'S PLANTS, 2> REPORT, 2017
— Shyamal K. Chakraborty

When the first State of the World's Plants Report was published by the RBG, Kew, in 2016, it was hailed as an epochal
event. For the first time in this millennium, we had before us a comprehensive report on all aspects of plant life that impacts
our lives and a sustainable future. Now they've come out with their Second Report (2017), a veritable treasure-trove for
botanists. Here are a few excerpts: No. of vascular plant families — 452; Largest dicot & monocot family — Asteraceae (32 581
spp) and Orchidaceae (28 237 spp ) respectively; No. of new plant species identified annually — 2000 on average; Newly
endangered sp include Kuruna (Poaceae) from S.India and SriLanka, the 39m tall Englerophytum paludosum (Sapotaceae)
from Cameroon etc; Important plant areas (IPA) recognized globally and important in protecting biodiversity — 2550; Land
surface that burns each year — 3.4 x 10° ha of vegetated surface; Biome that burns most — tropical savanna; Family with most
invasive species — Asteraceae -650 (out of total 6075 spp) with Glyphosphate most often used for their control; Pests that pose
greatest threat globally — cotton bollworm & tobacco white fly; Biological traits thatrfnakes plant most vulnerable to extinction
— epiphytic habit, late-blooming, zygomorphy, dioecy, biotic pollination, low seed output, diploidy; Traits that enable species
to withstand current & future climate change — thick leaves, efficient water use, deeper roots, higher wood density; Endangere
plants in CITES list- 31 517; Plants most involved in illegal trading — orchids, cacti, Hoodia (source of slimming pills)
etc; Species with medicinal use (acc. to Medicinal Plants Name Service, MPMS) — 28 187, highest in Fabaceac g
(2334 spp); Dementia (47.5 m affected worldwide), mostly from Alzheimer's — has 5 drugs from plants offering
symptomatic relief; Imino-sugar vaccine for diabetics -- developed from Mulberry; Aspidosperma — 19 of 24
Spp active against malaria parasite; Mucuna — 9 new spp discovered, contain L-Dopa used in treatment
of Parkinson's disease; Human food — 80% comes from 17 plants; Plants with draft whole genome
sequenced — 225 (up to Jan, 2017), mostly food crops (57.7%), their wild allies (17.7%),
model species & allies (22.3%); Genome of Paris japonica — has 50X more DNA (152
pg) than humans (plant genome size range from 0.063 — 152 pg); Direct gene s
e e o eyl et s s
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